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was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks. 

The President’s Radio Address 
January 14, 2006 

Good morning. Last October, I was 
proud to nominate Judge Sam Alito to be 
an Associate Justice on the Supreme Court 
of the United States. This week, Judge 
Alito testified before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, and the American people saw 
a man of character and intelligence. He 
forthrightly answered questions with grace 
and composure and showed his personal 
humility and legal brilliance, qualities that 
have made him one of America’s most ac-
complished and respected judges. 

In his opening statement to the com-
mittee, Judge Alito offered an eloquent de-
scription of the proper role of a judge. He 
put it this way: ‘‘A judge cannot have any 
agenda; a judge cannot have any preferred 
outcome in any particular case. The judge’s 
only obligation is to the rule of law. In 
every single case, the judge has to do what 
the law requires.’’ 

Judge Alito has embodied this under-
standing of a judge’s proper role through-
out his distinguished career. He has partici-
pated in thousands of appeals, and he has 
authored hundreds of opinions. His record 
shows that he strictly and fairly interprets 
the Constitution and laws and does not try 
to legislate from the bench or impose his 
personal preference on the people. As the 
American people saw this week, Judge Alito 
always approaches the law in a thoughtful, 
fair, and openminded way. 

Throughout his life, Sam Alito has dem-
onstrated a mastery of the law, great de-
cency, and a strong commitment to public 
service. As a young man, he wore his coun-
try’s uniform in the Army Reserve and 
achieved the rank of captain. Early in his 
legal career, he worked as a Federal pros-

ecutor. As Assistant to the Solicitor Gen-
eral, Sam Alito argued 12 cases before the 
Supreme Court. He later served in the Jus-
tice Department’s Office of Legal Counsel, 
where he provided constitutional advice for 
the President and the executive branch. 

In 1987, President Reagan named Sam 
Alito the United States Attorney for the 
District of New Jersey, the top Federal 
prosecutor in one of the Nation’s largest 
Federal districts. The Senate confirmed 
him by unanimous consent. In this impor-
tant post, Sam Alito showed a passionate 
commitment to justice and the rule of law 
and earned a reputation for being both 
tough and fair. He moved aggressively 
against white-collar and environmental 
crimes, drug trafficking, organized crime, 
and violations of civil rights. In 1990, Presi-
dent Bush nominated Sam Alito for the 
United States Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit, and the Senate once again 
confirmed him by unanimous consent. He’s 
served with distinction on that court for 
15 years, and he has more prior judicial 
experience than any Supreme Court nomi-
nee in more than 70 years. 

Sam Alito’s brilliance, integrity, and ac-
complishments have gained him respect 
and praise from his colleagues and from 
attorneys across the political spectrum. This 
week, fellow judges from the Third Circuit 
publicly testified in support of his confirma-
tion, and they praised his integrity and fair-
ness. The American Bar Association gave 
Judge Alito a unanimous rating of ‘‘well- 
qualified,’’ the ABA’s highest possible rat-
ing. The ABA concluded that Judge Alito 
meets ‘‘the highest standards’’ of ‘‘integrity, 
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professional competence, and judicial tem-
perament.’’ In the past, leading Democratic 
Senators have called the ABA’s rating sys-
tem the ‘‘gold standard’’ for judicial nomi-
nees. 

During this week’s hearings and over the 
course of his career, Judge Alito has dem-
onstrated that he is eminently qualified to 
serve on our Nation’s highest Court. I’m 
grateful to Senator Arlen Specter for his 
superb work in chairing the hearings. I also 
thank Judge Alito’s wife, Martha, and the 
Alito children for their patience and dignity 
during the confirmation process. 

Now the Senate has a duty to give Judge 
Alito a prompt up-or-down vote. I look for-
ward to the Senate voting to confirm Sam 

Alito as 110th Justice of the Supreme 
Court. America is fortunate to have a man 
of his intellect and integrity willing to serve, 
and as a Justice on our Nation’s highest 
Court, Sam Alito will make all Americans 
proud. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8 a.m. 
on January 13 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
January 14. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
January 13 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks to Reporters Following a Visit to the National Archives and 
Records Administration 
January 16, 2006 

It seems fitting on Martin Luther King 
Day that I come and look at the Emanci-
pation Proclamation in its original form. 
Abraham Lincoln recognized that all men 
are created equal. Martin Luther King lived 
on that admonition to call our country to 
a higher calling, and today we celebrate 
the life of an American who called Ameri-
cans to account when we didn’t live up 
to our ideals. 

Allen, thanks for having me. I would 
strongly recommend our fellow citizens 
come to this house of archives, a house 

that archives a lot of our important docu-
ments. It’s really an amazing place; it’s real-
ly fascinating. I appreciate you and your 
staff—thanking you. 

All right, thank you all. See you later 
today. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. in the 
East Rotunda Gallery. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Archivist of the United States Allen 
Weinstein. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Remarks at Georgetown University’s ‘‘Let Freedom Ring’’ Celebration 
January 16, 2006 

Thank you all. Thanks for the kind intro-
duction, and thanks for the invitation to 
be here. It’s an honor to join you on this 
national holiday celebrating one of Amer-

ica’s most important lives, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Every year on this day, we reflect on 
the great movement for civil rights that 
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